
 Week 1: The Soils - The seed is sown, and the soil receives the seed or not. 
 Week 2: The Pearl of Great Price - Salvation is worth everything you have. 
 Week 3: The Pharisee and the Tax Collector - Salvation by grace through faith—the gospel. 
 

 The context: The people brought up some current situations/events. 
 The thought at the time was about why bad or good things happen. 
 Jesus is talking to the Jews. This is a warning about what would happen to all the Jews. (See Matthew 24) It did 

happen in AD 70! 
 

 Notice repentance is the key. Faith produces repentance—fruit is consistent with repentance. 
 Metanoia: to have another mind1 
 

“[Repentance] means unlearning all the self-conceit and self-will that we have been training ourselves 
into… It means killing part of yourself, undergoing a kind of death.”  - C.S. Lewis, Mere Christianity 

 

Luke 13:1–9 (NIV) 1Now there were some present at that time who told Jesus about the Galileans whose blood Pilate had mixed with 
their sacrifices. 2Jesus answered, “Do you think that these Galileans were worse sinners than all the other Galileans because they 
suffered this way? 3I tell you, no! But unless you repent, you too will all perish. 4Or those eighteen who died when the tower in Siloam 
fell on them—do you think they were more guilty than all the others living in Jerusalem? 5I tell you, no! But unless you repent, you too 
will all perish.” 6Then he told this parable: “A man had a fig tree growing in his vineyard, and he went to look for fruit on it but did not 
find any. 7So he said to the man who took care of the vineyard, ‘For three years now I’ve been coming to look for fruit on this fig tree 
and haven’t found any. Cut it down! Why should it use up the soil?’ 8‘Sir,’ the man replied, ‘leave it alone for one more year, and I’ll dig 
around it and fertilize it. 9If it bears fruit next year, fine! If not, then cut it down.’”  
 

Matthew 3:7–10 (NIV) 7But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming to where he was baptizing, he said to them: 
“You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the coming wrath? 8Produce fruit in keeping with repentance. 9And do not think 
you can say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father.’ I tell you that out of these stones God can raise up children for Abraham. 
10The ax is already at the root of the trees, and every tree that does not produce good fruit will be cut down and thrown into the fire.” 
 

Acts 2:36–40 (NIV) 36“Therefore let all Israel be assured of this: God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and 
Messiah.” 37When the people heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and the other apostles, “Brothers, what shall we 
do?” 38Peter replied, “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you 
will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39The promise is for you and your children and for all who are far off—for all whom the Lord our 
God will call.” 40With many other words he warned them; and he pleaded with them, “Save yourselves from this corrupt generation.”  
 Notice they believed and asked, “What must I do?” Repent and be baptized. 

 Repentance is a change of heart that leads to a change of attitude and direction. 
 We were building a monument to ourselves; now we live a new life of spiritual fruit. 

 

2 Corinthians 7:9–11 (NIV) 9yet now I am happy, not because you were made sorry, but because your sorrow led you to repentance. 
For you became sorrowful as God intended and so were not harmed in any way by us. 10Godly sorrow brings repentance that leads to 
salvation and leaves no regret, but worldly sorrow brings death. 11See what this godly sorrow has produced in you: what earnestness, 
what eagerness to clear yourselves, what indignation, what alarm, what longing, what concern, what readiness to see justice done. At 
every point you have proved yourselves to be innocent in this matter.  
 

 Jesus points out that bad things happen in a fallen world, and we are all sinners. Remember, a parable uses a relatable, 
relevant story to reveal a spiritual truth. 

 The vineyard: We’re chosen by God to be placed in His own special garden. 
 The tree should have produced fruit, but it didn’t. It’s taking up space that something else could take. 
 Jesus: The one who comes and intercedes for the tree to the owner, but also with a warning. 
 This warning is for us, too. 
 
 

 



Galatians 5:22–25 (NIV) 22But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23gentleness 
and self-control. Against such things there is no law. 24Those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and 
desires. 25Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step with the Spirit.  
 

Galatians 5:6 (NIV) For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision has any value. The only thing that counts is faith 
expressing itself through love. 
 

1 Corinthians 13:4–7 (NIV) 4Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. 5It does not dishonor 
others, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. 6Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the 
truth. 7It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres. 
 

 Key thoughts here: Christianity is about a changed way of thinking, believing, and doing. 
 So many want to create their own set of beliefs and call it Christian. 
 Some want to set up their own kind of behaviors and call it Christian. 

 We have seen that true understanding of the gospel leads to humility, but it also leads to change. 
 Repentance is to reject how you used to think and  behave and to surrender to Jesus’ understanding. 
 

 The master knows it takes time to grow it; however, there is no fruit on the trees. 
 Even then, the master of the garden intercedes, but time is running out. 

 Be careful that you don’t become the judgmental fruit, expectant and critical, but rather motivational and 
inspirational. 

 However, God’s patience does not last forever. 
 

John 15:1–4 (NIV) 1I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. 2He cuts off every branch in me that bears no fruit, while every 
branch that does bear fruit he prunes so that it will be even more fruitful. 3You are already clean because of the word I have spoken to 
you. 4Remain in me, as I also remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine. Neither can you bear fruit 
unless you remain in me.  

 

 Continue to let God grow you—it brings Him glory and you peace. 
 Encourage those around you. 
 You are not the fruit inspector; that would mean you are proud and all-knowing. 
 However, you can tell a tree by its fruit (consistent fruit). 

 

Matthew 7:15–20 (NIV) 15Watch out for false prophets. They come to you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly they are ferocious 
wolves. 16By their fruit you will recognize them. Do people pick grapes from thornbushes, or figs from thistles? 17Likewise, every good 
tree bears good fruit, but a bad tree bears bad fruit. 18A good tree cannot bear bad fruit, and a bad tree cannot bear good fruit. 19Every 
tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 20Thus, by their fruit you will recognize them.  
 

Passages to consider: Luke 13:1-9; Galatians 5:1,16-26 
1. What about the sermon and the parable was significant to you? 
2. Read Luke 13:1-9. Who is Jesus talking to? What does He want them to understand? How does this parable help 

express what He is communicating?   
3. What do you know about fig trees and fruit trees? (If you don’t know anything, no worries, do some research.) A) How 

does this knowledge help you understand how Jesus is using this parable?  
4. What is your understanding of repentance? A) Where have you seen examples or experienced repentance yourself? 
5. Jesus’ work on the cross is the only work that can restore a relationship between a person and God. When we step 

into that eternal, life-giving relationship, things in us begin to change. Read Galatians 5:16-26. What does the passage 
tell you about repentance and fruit? A) What does the fruit in your life look like at this time? 

6. What is your response to what Jesus is saying in this week’s parable? With whom can you share the story or your 
response? 

Passages to prepare for next week: Matthew 9:16-17, Mark 2:21-22, and Luke 5:36-39 
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